
6. Current Drought Scenario 
 
Drought Declaration by States during 2008 

At the outset it is mentioned that considering the exigencies of Indian 
Agriculture, the year in which droughts occur are counted from July to 

June e.g. a drought in 2008 will be a drought which is notified between 
July 2008 or thereafter and which is deemed to come to an end by 

June 2009 and so on.  The rationale for this approach is the fact that 

droughts, mostly arise due to aberrations in SW Monsoon, which 
appear earliest in July; with the onset of next SW Monsoon in June the 

next cycle starts. 
 

During the year 2008, State Governments of Karnataka, 
Rajasthan & Uttarakhand have declared drought.  The details of 

drought declaration are as under. 
 

Karnataka – 84 Taluks in 21 Districts 
Rajasthan – 7372 villages in 12 Districts 

Uttarakhand – 57 Tehsils in 10 Districts 
 

Request from States for assistance & Visit of Central Team 
 

� Government of Karnataka submitted a Memorandum and sought 

assistance from the Central Government for drought relief to the 
tune of Rs.2043.07 crores from NCCF and 8.45 lakh MTs of 

foodgrains. Central Team recommended financial assistance of 
Rs.93.55 crores while IMG sanctioned Rs.83.83 crores financial 

assistance from NCCF. 
� Government of Uttarakhand submitted a Memorandum and 

sought assistance from the Central Government for drought 
relief to the tune of Rs.200.14 crores from NCCF. Central Team 

recommended financial assistance of Rs.58.08 crores.  The 
Meeting of IMG is yet to take place. 
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